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An interefling Hiftorical Trait of John Frederie Peiff, 
Surgeon to Auguftus I, King of Poland ; not mentioned by 


his Biographers. 


Have received the following anecdote, fays M. Meiffner, who 
relates it from the eldeft fon of Weifle. This young man 
did not then imagine, that he had mentioned any thing to me 
worthy of being printed. He has read the manafcript, cor- 
re€ted the printed proofs, and repeated his affurances, that what 
Ihave related isin every particular the truth, = —__ 

For a long time we have been allowed to be thé people the 
leaft remote from nature*, and to be the moft fufceptible of all 
the European nations. Modern Spartans, we were ever more 
anxious to aét well, than to boaft of our noble actions ; ever 
eager to ranfack the molt obfcore hiftorians, and to celebrate the 
memorable deeds of foreign nations, which have been already 
forgotten by themfelves ; without being at all folicitous, 
whether they are engaged in colleéting our generous actions, as 
examples for poflerity. Hence a thoufand fublime traits of great- 
nefs of foul are forgotten among us, which certainly our neighe 
a would be fond to relate, and to repeat With virtuous fen« 

bility. 

John Frederic Weifle, born at Kalbe, in the duchy of Wur- 
temberg, {for one cannot be too — when fucn excelleut 


Vor. XUI.316. perfons 


* M. Meiffner, who is a German, is here {peaking of hit own nation, 
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perfons are the fubje&t) was one of thofe meritorious characters 
whom the Elector of Saxony, afterwards Kiog of Poland, un- 
der the name of Auguftas I. Honoured with difinguifhed fa- 
vour. He had been employed for five years, at the expence of 
the King, in the foreign hofpitals; and the famous Petit, a 
French furgeon, was his firft maiter. When he returned to the 
court of his fovereign, he found from him the moft honourable 
reception ; but as he had too much merit for any thing to be 
wanting to his glory, he likewife found in all-his phyficians as 
many adverfaries ; in a word, his advice was feldom followed. 

An accident in one of his toes, which was at firft very flight, 
had tormented the King for a confiderable time ; and, having 
been negleéted, had produced very alarming fymptoms. A con= 
fultation of the firft phyficians being held, Weiffe attended as 
the furgeon, and declared for the immediate amputation of the 
toe. This advice, however, coming from him, the phyficians 
wanted no other reafons for rejecting it. The majority of votes, 
uninfluenced by reafon, prevailed, It was determined, howe 
ever, that a-courier fhould be difpatched to Monfieur Petit, at 
Paris, to defire his immediate attendance at Bialaftock, a caitle 
belonging to Prince Czartorinfki, where the King then was 

Whatever difpatch could be employed to accelerate the 
arrival of Monfieur Petit from Paris, fuch a great diftance had. 
all the inconveniencies of a long delay ; and Weiffe, who was 
faithfully attached to the King, was fcon convinced, that with 
meafures fo ill-judged, the life of his royal mafter was in the 
greateft danger. 

After fome hours of painful anxiety and irrefolation, he at 
length refolved upon an action, which, whatever were the purity 
of his motives, might foflibly involve him in the moft dangce 
rous confeque~ces. 

The very night that followed the confultation, Weifle fat up 
near the bed of his fovereign, with a valet-de-chambre, who 
was likewile a very extraordinary man of the court of Auguftus, 
He was a baptized Coflack, mamed Peter Augultus, becaofe the 
Czar Peter anc King Auguftus were his godfathers. No ome could 
be more zealoufly devoted to the King ; bat at the fame time 
there is nota French comedy, in which the valet {peaks to his 
matter with fo much infolence as did the good Coffack to the 
King, who, with the utmoft good humour, received from him 
fume pretty ferious reprimands, 

A dole of opium, which the faithful furgeon had admini- 
fered tothe King, was to throw him into a very deep fleep. 
Scarcely had thistak-n fome effect, than Weiffe locked the door 
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of the chamber, and foftly approaching the bed, drew from 
his pocket a namber of inftruments. 

The valet-de-chambre, aftonithed at thefe preparations, and 
whofe fidelity neither prefents nor menaces could have thaken, 
liftened to the furgeon’s reafons, and was filent from conviction. 

Weiffe took the ailing foot, drew it toa chair on the fide of 
a bed, and aflured the King, who was quite overcome by drow- 
finefs, and who complained of fach an anfeafonable drefling, 
that he had nothing to do but to fleep quietly ; and that 
he had come to take the neceffary precautions, that he might be 
difturbed no more the whole night. 

Augutftus believed this declaration, and his fargeon forbore to 
touch him again till he was quite afleep ; and foon after, with 
equal refolution and dexterity, he amputated the toe. 

Awakened by the pain, the King angrily demanded again, 
why he took fuch an unfeafonable time to drefs him. Weiffe 
once more appeafed him, by faying, that, unfortunately, he had 
jeft touched the wound with his needle, at the inftant that his 
Majefty had waked for the firlt time, and that it was the bal- 
fam which he had applied to the toc, that caafed the pain. The 
King faid no more, and, by the force of the opium, foon flept 
again. 

T avgeliee flept profoundly the whole night, and when he 
awoke, feeling the moft exquifite pain in his foot,-he was far, 
however, from fafpeéting the caule of it; bat he ordered his 
foot to be immediately dreffed ; and, by an impulfe of curiofity, 
which Weiffe did not expect, he commanded his valet.des 
chambre to place a magnifying glafs upon the bed the better to 
obferve the bad toe, which had been the caufe of fo mach fufs 
fering. 

It may well be thought, that- the valet-de-chambre, and 
efpecially the fargeon, matt feel a fadden palpitation of heart 3 
and the aftonithment of the King too may be ealily imagined, 
a perceived, at the fitit glance, that his toe had been ampa- 
tated. 

** Who did this?” enquired the King, with a tone of anguifh 
and indignation, that would have made the molt courageous 
tremble, 

** I, Sire,” anfwered the furgeon, certain of the goodaefs 
of his caufe : then drawing the toc from his pocket, he added, 
** And here, Sire, it is.” . 


AuGusTuS,. 


Prefamptuous man! How duri you do it unknown tome, 
and contrary to my orders ? 
Kz Waissze 
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WeIssgs. 


Pardon me, Sire. A faithtul and grateful fabje&, who fees 
you in the moft eminent danger, hazards every thing, in order 
to preferve your precious life.—If the advice of your firft phy- 
ficians had been followed ; if I had delayed the amputation till 
the diffant arrival of Monfieur Petit, the mortification would 
have certainly extenced to your foot; and neither my utmoft 
zeal, nor any human affiftance, could have done any thing more 
for your Majefty. 

AvcusTuUS. 
And was there no other method than amputation ? 
WeISsseE,. 

No; there was no other. Perit will fay the fame: I will 
anfwer for it with my head. 

Avucustus, in a milder tone. 

Who was prefent at the operation ? 

WEISSE. 
Your Majefty’s valet-de chambre. 
AucusTus. 

Very well: obferve both of you then, till farther orders, 
the moft inviolable fecrecy. And then—(besakes bis gold /nuff- 
box, throws away the /nuff, and puts therein the amputated toe} 
seceive this, in the mean time, as a remembrance, 

The ftrifte% fecrefy was obferved, and not a perfon in the 
court had the leaft fulpicion of what had pafled. Twelve days 
after, arrives Petit, The phyficians are inftantly aflembled ; 
they defcribe the fituation jn which they had found the King 
when they fent for him, and aukwardly enorgh, the fituation in 
which they fappofe him to be at prefent. The French furgecn, 
ftruck with aftonifhment, and certain of the mortification, from 
the fymptoms which had been obferved fo many days, exclaimed, 
that he could not conceive how the King was ftill alive, and 
why, in fuch an emergency, that admitted not a moment’s de~ 
jay, they had fent to fuch a diftance for ufelefs advice. He 
added, that no other means could now he thought of but the 
moft immediate ampatation, if, indeed, there were fill time 
for ite 

Not one of the enemies of Weiffe, overwhelmed with thame, 
could now meet the King’s looks; but how much greater was 
their confufion and furprife, when Weifle went to Petit, and 
taking the King’s fautl-box from his pocket, faid to him: 


“¢ The method, Sir, which you recommend, has been already 
hazarded : here is the toe, with all the fymptoms of an incuray 
ble mortification.” ; i 


‘Fhe 
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The ju& praifes of the French furgeon, his repeated af- 
furances that his Majefty was under the mott fkilful hands, and 
that, being attended by a pupil who had excelled his matter, 
he had no farther occafion for his advice, crowned the merit of 
a faithful fubject, whom the King did not fail to reward with 


truly royal munificence. 





Account of the Life of that illuftrious Roman, Publius 
Cornelius Sci pie. 


UBLIUS CORNELIUS SCIPIO, firnamed Africanus, was 
fon of P. Scipio, who was killed in Spain. He firft diftin- 
guithed himfelf at the battle of Ticinus, where he faved his 
father’s life by deeds of uncommon valour and boldnefs, The 
battle of Cannz, which proved fo fatal to the Roman arms, 
inftead of difheartening Scipio, raifed his expectations ; and 
he no fooner heard that fome of his defperate countrymen 
wifhed to abandon Italy, and to fly from the infolence of the 
conqueror, than, with his {word in his hand, and by his firmnefs 
and example, he obliged them to fwear cternal fidelity to Rome 
and to put to immediate death the firft man who attempted to 
retire from his country. In his twentyefirlt year Scipio was 
made an edile, an honourable office which was never given but 
to fach as hadreached their twenty-feventh year. Some time 
after, the Romans were alarmed by the intelligence that the 
commanders of their forces in Spain, Publius and Cneus Scipio, 
had been flaughtered ; and immediately young Scipio was ap- 
pointed to avenge the death of his father, and of his uncle, and 
to vindicate the military honour of the republic. 

It was foon known how able he was to be at the head of an 
army ; the various nations of Spain were conquered ; and in 
four years the Carthaginians were banithed from that part of the 
continent, the whole province became tribatary to Rome, New 


' Carthage fabmitted in one day, and in one battle fifty four 


thoufand of the enemies were left dead on the field. 

After thefe fignal vittories Scipio was recalled to Rome, 
which ftill trembled at the continual alarms of Annibal, who 
was at her gates. The conqueror of the Carthaginians in 
Spain was looked apon as a proper general to encounter Annibal 
in Italy; but Scipio oppofed the meafures which his country- 
men withed to purfue, and he declared in the fenate that if 
Annibal was to be conquered, he muft be conquered in Africa. 
Thefe bold meafures were immediately adopted, though oppofed 


by the eloquence, age, and experience, of the great es ; 
an 
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and Scipio was empowered to condué the war on the coatts of 
Africs. With the dignity of confal he embarked for Carthage. 
Succefs attended his arms 3 his conquefts were here as rapid as 
in Spain ; the Carthaginian armies were routed 3 the camp of 
the crafty Afdrabal was fet’ on fire during the night, and his 
troops totally defeatedin a drawn battle. ‘Thefe repeated loffes 
alarmed Carthage. Annibal, who was viétoriods at the gates 
of Rome, was inftantly recalled to defend the walls of his. 
country ; and the two greateft generals of that age met one 
another in the ficld. Terms of ‘accommodation were ‘propofed ; 
but in the parley which the. two. commanders had together, 
nothing fatisfaftory was offered ; and while the one enlarged 
on the vicifitude of homan affairs, the other wifhed to dictate 
like a conqueror, and recommended the decifion of the.contros 
werfy to the fword, 

This celebrated battle was fought near Zama, and both ge- 
nerals cifplayed their military knowledge in drawing up their 
armies, and in chufing their ground. Their cograge and 
intrepidity was not lefs confpicuous in charging the enemy: a 
thoufand as of valour were performed on both fides; and 
thoogh the Carthaginians fought in their own defence and the, 
Romans for fame and glory, yet the conqueror of Italy was 
conquered. About twenty thoufand Carthaginians were flain, 
aud the fame number made prifoners of war. Only two thou- 
fand of the Romans were killed. This battle was decifive ; 
the Carthaginians faed for peace, which Scipio at laf granted 
on the mofl fevere and hamiliating terms. 

The conqueror after this returned to Rome, where he was 
received with the mof unbounded applaufe, honoured with a 
triumph, and dignified with the appellation of Africanus. 
Here be enjoyed for fome time the tranquillity and the hoaours 
which his exploits merited ; bet in him alfo, as in other great 
men, fortane thewed him(elt inconftant. Scipio offended the. 
populace in wifhing to dillinguith the fenators from the reft of 
the people at the public exhibitions ; and when he canvafled 
for the coofullhip for two of his friends, he had the moztificas 
tion to fee his application flighted, and the honours which he 
claimed bettowed on a man of no charatter, and recommended 
by no quality or meritorious deed. He retired from Rome, ag 
longer to be a ipeCtator of the ingratitude of his countrymen 3 
and, in the capacity of lieutenant, he accompanied his brother 
zgainft Antiochus, king of Syria. Ia this expedition his armg 
were attended with uival fuccefs; and the Afiatic monarch 
fubmitied to the conditions which the conquerors offered. 
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Athis retorn to Rome, Africanus found the malevolence of 
his enemies ftill unabated. Cato, his inveterate enemy, raifed 
feditions againft him; and the Petilii, two tribunes of the 
people, accufed the conqueror of Annibal of extortion in the 
provinces of Afia, and of living in an indolent and luxarions 
manner. Scipio condefcended to anfwer tothe accufation of 
his calumniators; the firft day was {pent in hearing the differeac 
charges ; but when he again appeared on the fecond day of his 
trial, the accufed interrupted his judges, and exclaimed, “ T'ri- 
bunes and fellow-citizens ; on this day, this very day, did & 
conquer Annibal and the Carthaginians ; come therefore witia 
me, Romans; let us goto the capitol, and there retara oar 
thanks to the immortal gods for the victories which have attended 
ourarms.”” .Thefe words had the defired effe& ; the tribes and 
all the aflembly followed Scipio, the court was deferted, and the 
fribumes were feft alone in the feat of judgment. Yet when 
this memorable day was paft and forgotten, Africanus was a 
third time fummoned to appear ; but he had Ged before the 
impending ftorm, and retired to his country houfe at Liternam, 
The accofation was therefore ftopped, and the accu‘ers filenced, 
when one of the tribunes, formerly diftinguifhed for his malevo- 
lence againft Scipio, rofe to defend him, aad declared in tee 
aflembly that it refleéted the highelt difgrace on the Romaa 
people that the conqueror of Annibal fhould become the dport 
of the populace, and be expofed to the malice and cavy of 
difappointed ambition. 

Some time after, Scipio died in the place of his retreat, about 
one hundred and eighty-two years before Chrit, ia the forty- 
eighth year of his age ; and fo great an averfion did he exprets 
ashe expired for the depravity of the Romans, and the ine 
gratitude of their fenators, that he ordered his bones not to be 
conveyed to Rome. They were accordingly inhumated at 
Liternum, where his wife AZ milia, the daughter of Paulus 
fEmilios, who fell at the battle of Cannz, raifed a maufoleam 
oa his tomb, and placed apon it his flatue, with that of the 
poet Ennius, who had been the companion of his peace and of 
his retirement, 

If Scipio was robbed daring his life time of the honours 
which belonged to him as conqueror of Africa, he was not 
forgotten when dead, The Romans viewed his character with 
reverence ; with raptures they read of his warlike ations; and 
Africanus was regarded in the following ages asa pattern of 
virtue, of innocence, courage, and liberality. Asa genera, 
the fame and the greatnefs of his conqueits explain his charac- 
ter ; and indeed we hear that Aaniba! declared him(elf inferior 

to 
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to no general that ever lived, except Alexander the Great, and 
Pyrrhus king of Epirus; and when Scipio afked him what 
rank he would claim if he had conquered him, the Carthaginian 
general anfwered, ‘* If I had conquered you, Scipio, I would 
cal] myfelf greater than the conqueror of Darius, and the ally 
of the Tarentines.” 

Asan inftance of Scipio’s continence, ancient aathors have 
faithfolly recorded that the conqueror of Spain refafed to fee a 
beautiful princefs that had fallen into his hands after the taking 
of New Carthage ; and that he not only reftored her inviolate 
to her parents, bat alfo added immenfe prefents for the perfon 
to whom fhe was betrothed. It was tothe artful complaifance 
of Africanus that the Romans owed their alliance with Mafi- 
nifla, king of Namidia, and alfo, that, with king Scyphax, 
The friendthip of Scipio and Lalius is well known. 





THE SELFe-ADMIRER. 
4 Tale from Modern Life. 


IR VALENTINE VIZOR was a general lover ; his pre- 
XK tences to that charaéter will be beft underftood by a 
fkerch of his hiftory, perfon, and qualifications. 

The earlier part of his life had been fpent in the ufual occu 
pations of young men of fafhion ; he had acquired knowledge 
enough at fchool to write badly, fpell tolerably, and conftrue 
Ovid’s Epiftles : at the Univesfity he ftudied the three firft pros 
blems of Euclid with the ofual fuccefs; and in his travels he 

flefled himfelf of French and [talian enough to {peak thofe 
anguages with tolerable fluency, and laid in a very confiderable 
ftock of embroidered cloaths and catfkin linings ; with thefe 
acquifitions, and a French cook, he returned at 23, and fet up 
for a man of the world on an eftate of 30001. a-year, which he 
enjoyed from the bounty of his grandfather, independent of 
his father, at whofe death he would be entitled to another of 
double that annual value, 

During the life of this parent, he belonged to all the 
fathionable clubs, kept running-horfes, {ported a miftrefs of the 
firft figure, frequented aflemblies, drefied, danced, gave good 
dinners, and never neglected an opportunity of paying his ad~ 
drefles to every young woman of condition who fell in his way, 
and boafling his conquefts and defertions. 

But if his fuccefles were not rather founded in his own vanity 
than in reality, caprice mult govern the fair fex with the moft 
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abfolute dominion ; for of all the votaries of Venus, Mr. Vizar 
feems to have enlifted in her train with the moh unpromifing 
appearance. : 

He was upwards of fix feet high, but vature had been too 
lavith of length to allow a proportionable breadth ; he was the 
thinneft of the tribe who are diftinguifhed by the appellation 
of meagre; and this flimfy frame was fupported by legs, 
which, in the ftyle of vulgar witticifm, would have been de- 
nominated /pindles. ‘To compleat the fymmetry, a pair of feet 
14 inches by three, ferved-as vebieles for the conveyance of this 
human fpeftre. 

Molt faces are defcribed as long or fhort, thin, or broad ; 
that of Mr. Vizor beggared all defcription. The forehead was 
narrow, high, and pointed; at the cheek bones, it {pread to an 
enormous width, and from thence gradually narrowed to the 
extremity of the chin, where it bore the exact fhape of a thoeing 
horn ; with this difference, that inftead of an elevated curve, it 
tarned obliquely, fo that as he ftood in a pofture perfectly erect, 
the termination of it was immediately above his right thoulder. 

His eye (he had but one, for the other had been unfortunatel 
loft in the fmall-pox, the virulence of which difeafe had alfo 
made various other trefpafles on his vifage) was of that colour, 
which being grey, with a calt of green, hath been conceived to 
bear a refemblance to this organ of acat: but the likenefs 


_ held in no other refpect; for, inflead of being prominent and 


vivacious, it was funk at leaft an inch in the orbit, and its per= 
fect want of brilliancy was happily fupplied by a plentiful 
effufion of {calding rheum, which preyed upon the furrounding 
lids, and gave the whole, if not a dazzling, yet at leaft an affect- 
ing appearance. ' 

The fummit of this animated lanthorn was crowned by a 
few ftraggiing hairs, which the ingenuity of a Parifian hair- 
drefler tortured into a toupee, and by the help of a profufion 
of powder and pomatum, formed into a covering, which bore 
all the appearance of a branch of furze in a frofty mornings 

Such was Sir Valentine Vizor, when at the age of 37 he 
fucceeded to that title, and his father’s eftate ; and fuch, with 
very little variation, did the afi(tance of brushing, plaiiteriag, 
and bolitering, continue him, till at che diffolution of the fourth 
parliament fince his father’s deceafe, he gave a ball to his paft 
and intended conftituents at the borough of ————. At the 
dillance of 28 years trom the laft-mentioned event, according 
to the computations of ordinary chronologers ; thougn in che 
calculations of the baronet himtelf time moved on much flower 
Vou, XII, 316. pinions, 
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pinions, for at the zra we commemorate, he could not be pre» 
vailed upon to admit that his age exceeded 42. 

To this borough, which is fituated within a day’s journey of 
the metropolis, had lately retired Mr. Inveft; who, though de- 
fcended from one of the moft ancient families in the kingdom, 
had been bred to commerce, and had traded with unfallied repu- 
tation, till the failures of payments for very confiderable con- 
fignments by fome of his American correfpondents, had com- 
pelled him to retire from a profeffion, which had left him little 
more than the faireft character in the world, and a bare compe- 
tence for himfelf, his wife, and a daughter who had juft turned 
her feventeenth year. 

Bat however neceffary and agreeable this retirement might 
prove to the difappoioted merchant, and the partner of his 
cares, it was attended with circumftances of a truly pitiable 
nature to the blooming and fufceptible Caroline ; who, with 
the approbation of her parents, had in the zenith of her father’s 
profperity beftowed her heart on the worthy and accomplithed 
Mr. Maynar¢, a youth, who had been bred to bufinefs in the 
compting- houfe of Mr. Inveft, and to whom, with his daughter, 
this gentleman intended to have given up his extenfive trade, 
and to have doubled his own private fortune, which was about 
35,0001. 

"Gos when the merchant found his own capital reduced to little 
more than half the fum which he had intended for the immediate 
portion of his Caroline, and that no part of that flender pit- 
tance could be fpared during the lives of himfelf and his lady, 
he determined to break off an engagement which he conceived 
he could not feffer to be compleated with honour ; and thoagh 
the lover earneftly perfilted in his fuit, and entreated permiffion 
to efpoufe the lovely Caroline, and to exert his indultry in the 
increafe of that fortune which, though unequal to her defert, 
was already abundantly fufficient to fopply their withes ; yet 
neither thefe arguments, nor the fighs of the gentle Caroline, 
who, though the acquiefced in the will of her father, could noc 
wholly fu pprefs thefe marks of regret, could prevail on the de- 
termined Mr. Invelt to recede from his fixed refolution not to 
encumber a younger beginner wish expences, which would 
cramp him in his ourfet, and prevent his fucce(sful progre(s in 
the hne of his profeiion: fo that the lovers were compelled to 
part; not, however, without vows of conitancy, and engaye- 
ments to correfpond, notwithitanding the ttrict prohibition of 
the father, 

As Mr. Inveft and his family, even in their retrenched 
fivation, made a very confiderable figure in the borough of 
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=<, they were included by the agent of the baronet in the 
general invitation to the election-ball ; and he had no fooner 
entered the aflembly-room, than he was ftrack with the figure of 
the beautiful and elegant Caroline Inveft. 

Having prevailed on one of his conftituents to introduce him 
to the ftrangers, to whom he paid very particular attention, he 
entreated the honour of the young lady’s hand to open the 
ball ; and having exhibited repeated proofs of his agility, in a 
minuet a la cour, he had the hardinefs to folicit a continuance of 
her favour in the country-dances ; and a@tually went down 15 
couple three times, in fpite of the remonftrances of a fciatica, 
which punifhed thefe efforts of a@ivity with fevere and re= 
iterated twinges. 

On the fuceeeding morning, before the amiable Caroline left 
her pillow, a billet-doux was delivered to her ; and as fhe was 
informed that it came from the baronet, who in the courfe of 
the preceding evening had given her feveral hints of his ine 
tentions to honour her with his addreffes, which were by no 
means received with a due degree of gratitude by his fair part- 
ner, fhe felt herfelf well inclined to have returned it anopened ; 
but being told that it had paffed through the hands of her fa- 
ther, the confidered this intimation as an injanétion to perufe 
its contents ; and breaking the feal, read as follows. 


« Mapam, 

«* THAT it fhould be referved for you to fix the heart of the 
wandering Vizor, will not appear furprizing to thofe who, like 
him, have had opportunities of gazing on your world of beau- 
ties. Yes, adorable Caroline! you will have the merit of 
binding in indifloluble chains a youth, who finds in your perfon 
united the charms of all your fex, and whofe happinefs depends 
on your fmiles. Permit me, then, to enjoy the inexpreflible 
happinefs of hope, till you think fit to determine the more 
rapturous deftiny of, 

** Madam, 
** Your moft devoted admirer, 


VaLenTine Vizok, 


No fooner had the amorous baronet difpatched this precious 
morfel, than he called his valet.de-chambre to council ; and 
having equipped himfelf in a morning-drefs of the molt fathion- 
able materials and conftruction, he followed his meffenger, 
“* nothing doubting ;” and being arrived at Mr. Inveft’s, de- 
manded an audience of that gentleman; and, with all the 
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promptitude of felf-fufficient fuperiority, communicated to him 
the occafion of his vifit, ; 

And here, gentle reader, it becomes neceffary toinform thee, 
if thou haft not yet made the difcovery, (that is, if thou haft not 
lived ten days or a fortnight, with the world) that Honour is a 
relative term, bearing refpect, in all cafes, to time, circam~ 
ftances, and occafion. For initance ; Captain Strut ahd Captain 
Standfaft difpute on the colour of a lady’s hair in the upper 
fide-box, Captain Strut afferts; Captain Stanidfaft denies— 
Captain Strut infifts; Captain Standfaft maintains—Captain 
Strat refents ; Captain Standfal defies—Captain Strat draws in 
defence of his honour; Captain Standfalt declines—Captain 
Strut blufters and infults ; Captain Standfaft draws, and ade 
vances—=Captain Strut retires, and fheaths, T'he quarrel ends, 
and the bottle is refumed. Here Flonour will be found to bear 
ftri&t relation to Captain Stroi’s édurage. 

Again; the Mayor of ———— is téempted—** Make a return 
in favour of my friend Lord Froth, and accept this bank-note 
as a token of his refpect.”” The Mayor refufes'; the Agente 
prefles—the Mayor pledds his honour ; the Agent offers two 
nores—the Mayor hefitates ; the Agent offers three notes—the 
Mayor complies. In this cafe you find the relation of Honour 
is to the guantum of the proffered bribe. ' 

This rightly underftood, it will be neceffary to explaia the 
motives which influenced Mr. Invett, rhe be/f Aind of man in the 
world, whole Sonour had iriterferred to’prevent the uaion of his 
daughter and Mr. Maynard, to favour the pretences of Sir 
Valentine Vizor, and to infilt that his daughter fhould receive 
him as the man deftined to be her hufband. 

But the conflant Caroline could not fo eafily be brought to 
‘give up: her prépoffeffion in tavdur of the youthfal Maynard, 
Title, wealth, and equipagée, had no weight againit the fcale 
which love ‘preponderated ; and though fie was too well ac« 
quainted with her fathes’s difpofition to make fhew of refittance, 
yet the gave immediate fotice to-her abfent lover of her critical 
fituation,. aad exhorted him tg concert fome means for her de- 
liverance, from the intended facrifice. 

On the fectipt of this letter, Mr. Maynard communicated 
the contents to his elder brother, and folicited his advice and 
affiflance : and Sir George Maynard having a flight kiowledge 
of Sir Valentine, propoled, as a firit effort, to introdace his 

“brother to his acquaintance ; and for this purpofe ke took him 
with him to the next Newmarkec mecting ; arid having an- 
nounced him fo Sir Valentine, a5 an admirer of his tafte in dréfs, 
hories, and eyuipage, he foon fouad his way to fath’an — 
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with hm, as left him not a firanger to any of his-coacerns, but- 
to thofe private ones which, relating to the management of his 
perfonal beauties, were confided only to his faithfal valet-de~’ 
chathbre. , 

In the courfe of this.intimacy, Mr. Maynard learnt from his 
new-made friend, that Mr. Inveft, hisJady and daughter, were 
to be prefent at this day’s {port, in order to be witnefles of the 
extraordinary {kill and activity of the intended bridegroom, in 
a match which he was to ride againft the celebrated Lord Cre- 
mona ; a circumftance of which Mr. Maynard had alfo been: 
informed by his fair correfpondent. 

That fuch a tottering fpectre as Sir Valentine Vizor thould- 
attempt to ride a match, was fo extraordinary a piece of pree 
famption, that Mr, Maynard could not help fafpecting fome 
myftery, which he was determined to-fathom ; and, notwithe 
ftandiog the fecrefy of the baronet and his privy-coanfellor, he 
found means to difcover that the veteran had a contrivance to 
fatten himfelf to the faddle by the affiftance of a ftrap, or girtlr, 
which, being buckled to one thigh, was brought under the 
horfe’s'beily, and fecored to the other ; dnd that this ftay was to 
be applied after he was mounted, by his trufty affociate, who 
was to get accefs to him, under pretence of lengthening og 
fhiortening the {tirrups. 

Poffefled of this intelligence, Mr. Maynard, by dint of brie 
bery and ftratagem, got the anchor on which the baronet refted 
his fafety into his hands; and finding it compofed of a ftrong 
thong of leather, covered with a quilting, he opened the latter, 
and having divided the leather in the*middle, clofed the cover- 


ing, and returned it: to thofe from whom he procured it, with 


much admiration of fo excellent a contrivance, 

At length the hour arrived, when the amorous Sir Valentine 
was to exhibit his youthfal powers to the mittrefs of his heart ; 
but, in the morning of that momentous day; Mr. Maynard had 
taken leave of is friends at Newmarket, under precence of a 
fudcen call to the metropolis, having firit promifed his friend to 
meet him at——, and to make one at a fecond public enters 
tainment which the-baronet intended for his conftituents, 

Sir Valentine and his competitor now appeared on the courfe, 
equipped in equeftrian habits, and rivailing thcir grooms in this 
fpecies of finery ; and being both mounted, the tormer faluted 
his miitrefs wito irrefiitible grace, and the heroes prefled fore 
ward to ftruggle for victory and fame. 

For the better half of the race, all was well; but as the 
baronet. grew fatigued, he began to place more confidence in 


shi artificial {upport 5 which, like molt other friends, tailed him 
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in the moment of need, and he was brought to the poft, with 
bis arms elinging roond his horfe’s neck, about five minutes 
later than his antagonift. 

But the lofs of the race was of little importance ; the rider, 
whofe breath and firength were wholly exhaufted, arrived {peech- 
lefs and fenfelefs at the goal; and thofe whofe officious care was 
exerted in difengaging him from the faddle, were witneffes of 
the difgrace attending a public difplay of the fruitlefs expe- 
dient shat had been devifed to avoid the fate which it appeared 
to have accelerated. The tale was echoed from every quarter 
of the courfe ; and the unfortunate baronet was obliged to be~ 
take himfelf to his chaife, and make a fpeedy retreat to———~, 
withowt daring to look his miftrefs in the face, or to attempt an 
apology for the mifcarriage of this effort of affected vigour. 

On his arrival at ——, he found his friend Mr. Maynard ; 
and, in the agonies of defpair, recounted every part of the ad- 
ventore, bat that which fell within this gentleman’s own know- 
ledge = and having conferred with him on the fubjeét of a vifit 
pa, adored Carolive, it was determined that it fhould take 
place as it nothing had happened; and that-he fhould agaia 
claim her hand at the ball which was to be given oa the follow- 
ing evening. 

But Mr. Maynard hinted to him, that it was not impofible 
bat his affeGtion for Mifs Inveft might receive a rude fhock at 
the enfuing entertainment ; where, be was informed, a lady 
would appear, whofe beauties would eclipfe thofe of the whole 
aflembly, not excepting even the diftinguifhed Caroline. 

This intelligence opefated like lightning on the vain and 
fickle baronet ; he already repented his rafh engagement to Mre 
Invett, with whom he had actually acjufted the terms of fettle= 
ment, and curfed hiseagernefs, which had involved him in a 
Gifficulty thet might not be eahly obviated. 

Batif fuch were the faggettions of his mind before he had 
feen this newly-rifen ftar, he was inflamed to actual madnefs at 
ber appearance in the ball-room ; and having, with obvious 
embarsaflment, danced a minuet with Caroline, he afked her 
permiffion to offer his hand, for the country-dances, to the fair 
fleanger, asa piece of civility which was due from him as the 
mafter of the ceremonies ; a difpenfation which was readily 
granted by the gentle Caroline, who began to entertain fufpi- 
cions of the attual ftate of her partner’s mind, and to draw 
from it inferences favourable to her paflion for Mr. Maynard. 

No fooner was the entertainment finifhed, than Sir Valentine 
retired to his affociate ; who, on pretence of indifpofition, had 
declined appearing atthe ball: and being furnithed by him 
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with an account, gathered in his abfence, of the name and 
condition of this new obje& of his regards, who was reprelented 
tohim as the only daughter of a gentleman of refpectable 
family, and immenfe fortune, who had eloped from her father 
to avoid adifagreeable match ; he lamented, in the bitterek 
terms, his pre-engagement, and earneftly intreated his friend 
to devife fome means of enabling him to avoid that entangle 
ment, and to profit by the impreflion which he was well affured 
the lady had _ received in his favour; who, he afferted, had ace 
cepted very gracioufly fome tender advances, and had by ne 
means given a negative to his whifpered folicitations for per- 
miffion to wait on her the next day. 

The greater part of the night was fpent in contriving and 
over-ruling a variety of plans, fome fuggetted by the baronet, 
and others by his friend. One of the latter was, however, at 
length adopted ; and it was agreed that Mr. Maynard, difguifed 
in Sir Valentine’s livery, fhould be difpatched in the mornin 
with a letter to Mifs Inveft, intreating that lady to clope wit 
him the facceeding evening, as the only way in whick his hap= 
pinefs could be infured, for reafons which he would in due time 
communicate to her. In the mean time, the baronet himfe!lf 
undertook to make the fame propofition to his new flame ; and 
both ladies being thus fairly embarked in a love adventure, 
Mr. Maynard was of upinion he fhould find no difficult tak in 
perfuading Mifs Inveftto accept his hand, inftead of returning 
with a fullied reputation : and he kiadly offered to give bis 
friend this proof of his regard ; who, with proper gratitude, 
prefled on him a bond for 10,0001, payable on the day of bis 
marriage with Mifs Caroline Inveit. 

It will be eafily conceived, that Mr. Maynard found no great 
difficulty in prevailiog on his Caroline to favour a plan calculated 
for the accomplifhment of their motual wifhes. Nor was the 
baronet lefs fuccefsful in his fuit : yielding to the irrefiftible 
force of his perfonal qualifications, and the powers of his 
oratory, the lady of his heart fighed her content ; and pre- 
parations were made for their departure to a neighbouring kiag- 
dom, in two poli-chaifes and four ; one of which was to be 
occupied by Sir Valentine and his prize, whilit che other was 
filled by Mr. Maynard and his amiable Caroline ; for, to 
entance the obligation, the laft-enamed gentleman had repre- 
fented to the baronet his having induced Mifs Inveft to commit 
herfelf tohis care, and meet her intended hufband on the {pot 
where their snion could be compleated. And as it was abfo- 
lutely neceffary that the parties fhould not encounter on the 
road, Matters were fo arranged, that Mr. Maynard aad his 
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partner were to fet off fome hours before the baronet and his 
treafure. 

After a profperous journey, the former couple arrived in 
fafety at Gretna Green ; where Mr, Maynard thought it pru- 
dent to bring matters to a conclafion with all poffible {peed, left 
any explanation might have taken place between the pair who 
were to follov, which might have occafioned difficulty or delay : 
and as very little ceremony is neceflary for the celebration of a 
marriage in this part of the united kingdoms, Mr Maynard 
had exchanged vows with his charming Caroline fome hours 
before the arrival of Sir Valentine and his intended bride. 

As foon as this couple reached Gretna Green, the impatient 
baronet difpatched a meffenger for the occafional minifter, the 
exercife of whofe funétion was to fecure him the legal poffeifion 
of his Lucretia and her fortune: but before this gentleman 
could be found, Mr. Maynard demanded an audience ; and an 
eclairciflement enfaed, which rendered his prefence wholly 
unneceflary. 

Sir Valentine was now informed by Mr. Maynard, that the 
lady, whofe hand he was about to take, had no other fortune 
than thofe charms of which he had experienced the power, nor 
any other preiences to character, than moft of thofe damfels 
whofe unfortunate fituation expofes them to the temporary ad- 
dreffes of the rake and the libertine; that the whole was a 
contrivance of his, to obtain poffeffion of his lovely Caroline ; 
and that having attained the object of his wifhes he was ready 
to return his bond, on the eafy condition of paying 50ol, to his 
travelling companion, who might, with this fum, be enabled 
to purfue her virtuous inclination, and abandon the paths of 
vice, which fhe had long wifhed to forfake. 

It is impoffible to defcribe the mortification of the confounded 
baronet, at a recital fo fubverfive to the ruling principle of his 
life: to be duped bya ftripling, and defpifed by a portionlefs 
girl, were injuries which bore hard on his felf-approbation, 
and occafioned, fora few moments, the moft violent paroxy{m 
of rage. , 

But his paffion foon fubfided; vanity again mounted her 
throne ; he paid down the gool. and retired to freth conquetts, 
and new adventures: whilit Mr. Maynard, and the partner of 
his heart, returned to thofe enjoyments which mediocrity will 
never fail to afford to thofe whofe fouls being attuned to love and 
harmony, extend their grateful arms to receive the greatelt of 
ali earthly blefiogs, content. 
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Curious Anecdotes of the Value o* Money and Commodities, 
Srom the earlicft Periods of the Englifh Hiftory. 


HE Englith money, though the fame names do by ho 

means correfpond with the fame quantity of precious, 

metal as formerly, has not changed fo much as the money of a 

other countries. From the time of William the Conqueror, 

the proportion between the pound, the fhilling, and the penay, 
feems to have been uniformly the fame as at prefent. 

Edward III, was the firft of our Kings that coined any gold ; 
and no copper was coined by authority before James I. Thefe 
pieces were not called farthings, but farthing tokens, and all 
people were at liberty to take or refufe them. Before the 
time of Edward III. gold was exchanged, like any other com- 
modity, by its weight ; and before the time of James i, copper 
was ftamped by any one perfon who chofe to do ‘t, 

In the year 712 and 727, an ewe and lamb were rated at 
as. Saxon money tilla fortnight after Eaftér. Between the 
years 900 and 1000 two hydés of land, each containing 
about 120 acres, were fold for ico thillings. In 10co, by 
King Ethelred’s laws, a horfe was rated at jos. a mare, or a 
colt of ayear old, at 20s. a mule, or young ais, at 12s. an ox 
at 30s. a Cow at 24d. a fwine at 8d.afheepat is. In 1043 

varter of wheat was fold for God. Hence it is compated, tnat 
in the Saxon times there was ten times lefs money, in proportion 
to commodities, than at prefent. Their tiominal {pecies, 
therefore, being about three times higher than our’:, the price 
of every thing, accerding to our prefent language, mutt be 
reckoned 30 times cheaper than it is now. 

In the reign of William the Conqueror, commodities were 
ten times cheaper than they are at prefeot; from which we 
cannot help forming a very high idea of the wealth and power 
of that King : for his revenue was 4c0,000}. per aanyum, every 
pound being equal tothat weight of filver; confequently the 
whole may be eftimated at 1,200,00cl. of the prefent com- 
putation ; a fum which, confidering the different value of mo- 
ney between that period and the prefent, was equivalent to 
12,000,000.] of modern eftimaticn, : 

The moft neceflary Commodities do not feem to havé advanced 
their price from William the Conqueror to Richard I, 

The price of corn, in the reiga of Henry III. was near half 
the mean price in our timers Bifhop Fleetwood has fhown, thac 
in the year 1240, which was in this reign, 4). 133. 9d. was 
worth about 501. of our prefent money. About the latter end 
of this reign, Robert de Hay, Reétor of Souldern, agreed ta 
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receive 100s to purchafe to himfelf and fucceffor the annual 
rent of 5s. in fall compenfation of an-acreof corn, 

Botchers meat, in the time of the great {carcity in the reign 
of Edward II, was, by a.Parliamentary ordinance, fold three 
times cheaper than our mean price at prefent ; poultry fome- 
what lower, becaufe being now confidered as a delicacy, it has 
rifen beyond its proportion. The mean price of corn at this 
period was half the prefent value, and the mean price of cattle 
one eighth. 

In the next reign, which. was that of Edward IIf. the moft 
neceflary commodities were in general about three or four times 
cheaper than they are at prefent. 

In thefe times, Knights, who ferved on horfeback in the army 
had 2s. aday, anda foot archer 6d, which laft would now'be 
equal toa crowna day. This pay has continued nearly the 
fame nominally (only that in the time of the Commonwealth 
the pay of the horfe was advanced ‘to 2s. 6d, and that of the 
foot 1s. though it was reduced again at the feftoration), but 
foldiers were proportionably of a better rank formerly. 

In the time of Henry VI. corn. was about half its prefent 
valoe, othercommodities much cheaper. Bifhop Fleetwood has 
determined from a moft accurate conlideration of every circome 
ftance, that 3l. in this reign was equivalent to 281. or 301. 
now. 

In the time. of Henry VII. many commodities were three 
times as cheap here, and in all Europe, as they are at prefent, 
there having been a great increafe of gold and filver in Europe 
fince bis time, occafioned by the difcovery of America. 

The commodities whofe price has rifen the moft fince before 
the time of Henry VII. are butchers meat, fowls, and fith; 
efpecially. the latter. And the reafon why corn was always 
such dearer in proportion to other eatables, according to. their 
prices at prefent, is, that in early:times agriculture was little 
underftood.’ It required morelabour and expence, and was more 
precarious, than it is at prefent. Indeed, notwithftanding the 
high price of corn in the times we are {peaking of, the raifing 
of it fo little anfwered the expence, that agriculture was almott 
univerfally quitted for grazing ; which was more profitable, 
notwithftanding the low price of butchers meat. So that there 
was confiant occafion for flatutes toreftrain grazing, and to 
promote agricditire ; and no effectual remedy was found, till 
the*bounty upoh the exportation-of corn ; fince which, adove 
tea“timt’s moré corn has been raiféd ia this country thad 
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‘. "The price of ¢orn in the time of James 1. and confeqaently 
that of other neceflaries of life, was not lower, but rather higher 
thafiat prefent; wool is not two thirds of the value it was 
then 5 the finer manufactures having funk in price by the pro- 
grefs of art’ and indeftry, notwithftanding the increafe of mo- 
ney. Butchers meat was higher than at ptefent, Prince 
Henty made an allowance of near 4d. per pound for all the 
beef and motton ufed ing his family. This may be true with 
refpeét to London ; but the price of butchers meat in the country 
which does not even now mach exceed this price at a medium, 
has certainly greatly increafed of late years, and particularly in 
the northern counties. ; 

The prices of commodities are higher in England than ia 
France, befides that the poor people of France live upon much 
Jefs than the poor in England, and their armies are maintained 
at lefs expence. It is computed by Mr. Hume, that a Britih 
army of 20;co2 men is maintained at near as great an expence 
as 60,eco in France, and that the Englith fleet, in the war o 
1741, required as much money to fupport it, as all the Roman 
legions in the time of the Emperors. However, all that we 
can conclude from this is, that money is much more plentiful in 
Europe at prefent than it was in the Roman empire. 

In the 13th centary the common intereft which the Jews had 
for their money, Voltaire fays, was zo percent. But with 
regard to this we mult confider the great contempt that nation 
was always held in, the large contributions they were frequently 
obliged to pay, the rifk they tun for never receiving the prin- 
cipal, the frequent confifcation of all their effets, and the 
violent perfecutions to which they were expofed; in which 
circumftances it was impoffible for them to lend money at all 
unlefs for moft extravagant intereft, and mech difproportioned 
to its real value. Before the difcovery of America, and the 
plantation of our colonies, che interelt of money was generally” 
twelve per cent. all over Europe ; and it has been growing 
gradually lefs Gnce that time, till it is now generally about four 
or five, 

When fums of money are faid to be raifed by a whole peo- 
ple, in order to form a juft eftimate of ic we muff take into 
confideration not only the quantity of the precious metal ac- 
cording tothe ftandard of thecoin, and the proportion of the 
quantity of coin to the commodities, but alfo the number and 
siches of the people who raife it: for populous and rich coun- 
tries will much more eafily raife any certain fam of money than 
one that is thinly inhabired and chiefly by poor people. This 
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circumftance greatly adds to our. furprife at the vaft fums of 
money raifed by William the Conqueror, who had a revenue 
in value equal to 12,000,000. of our money (allowance being 
made for the ftandard of coin and-the: proportion it bore to 
commodities), froma country not. near fo populous or rich as 
England is at prefeat. Indeed,'the accounts hiftorians give 
us of the revenues. of this. Prince,.and the treafere. he left bee 
hind him, are barely credible, 





Aufwer, by W. Baker, of Somerton, to W. Goodden’s Anagram, 
‘inferted November 3. 
TTENTIVELY I view’d your ftudious mode, 
And found. twas THEORY at laf ; 
Then I the theme de novo caf, 
And OTHERY defcrib’d the bard’s abode. 





- 


Anfuer, by W. Paul, of Blackdown, to Adolefcens’s Enigma, ina 
JSerted November 3. 


ITH retrofpe€tive eye I fought, 
And call'd my ev’ry mofing thoaght ; 
I view’d it long with eager look, 
Then found your theme was buta BOOK. 


t*t We have received the like anfwer from D, Robarts,of 
St. Columb ; and J. Richards, of Plymoath. 





4n ANAGRAM, 4y Viator, of Wellington. 


RANSPOSE a phyfician, it will to you bring 
A creature created to praife Heav’n’s king, 





4 CHARADE, by C.C. near Taunton, 


N yonder village fore my firft is found, 
And fee the folemn crowd do flow afcend ; 
30 fearch, ye fair, the manfion-houfe around, 
For there my fecond proves a ufeful friend, 


Say, is your mind for contemplation led ? 
Ab! flop and paufe one moment on the whole; 
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There view the fpoil that has for ages fpread, 
And will for ever rage without controul. 


While this the tale of grief to you relates, 
Mark well the-forrows of the mournful fong ; 
And learn while fympathizing their fad fate, 
How you in peace may join the numerous throng. 
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fn ENIGMA, by W. Baker, of Somerton. 


HUN the fcenes of diflipation, 

S And of luxury beware’; 

Raife a fortrefs ’gainft vexation, 
And a-bulwark ’gainft defpair. 


Though I’ve oft been feen at gambling, 
When focial members have been there, 
I’ve a catch or glee been handling, 
Or attun’d a fprightly air. « 


I remain’d in dreary regions 
Ere I to perfeétion came ; 

Bat in favour now with legions 
Of fuperior worth aad fame. 


Delia’s not more fair and flender, 
Damon’s not more kind and free; 

Will not thefe endearments render 
Ev’ry clafs in love with me ? 


Laughing, quafting, and cajoling, 
’Mongft my comrades e’er abound, 

Whilft the fparkling glafs is rolling 
To the Bacchanalian’s round, 


With a friend in clofe conjun@ion 
Iam frequently embrac’d 

And by feéts of every funtion 
My origin hath been trac’d. 


If perchance the flames furround me, 
Undiminihh’d I remain ; 
But, alas! you’ll now expound me, 
For my narrative’s too plain. 
POETRY. 
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Stanzas by au old Curate, of Doddington, in Oxfordpire, aged 








POETRY, 


FOR THE KING. 


Eighty. 


THOU, who art all ear to hear, 
Who art all eye to fee, 
In our diftrefs, where fhall we fly, 
Bat, mighty God, to thee! 





Thou feeft our hearts with forrow fill’d, 
Oor fies for mercy cry 3° 

Lord, if.the theep have gone aftray, i 
Let not the thepherd die. 


Thovw heas’ft whea two or three their vows 
Into thy temple bring ; 

O hear when.thoufands join their cry, 
Kind Heav’n—O {pare our King. 


When Judah’s lord lay fick to death, 
Thow heard’ft his mournful prayers ; | 
And gav’ that good and pious king 
A life of fifteen years: 


Pity and feea nation fad 
Before thy altar prays, 
Let George ftill live to bleds this-land, 
Nor die ’till fall of days, 


Then thall a joyfal people pay 
Tq thee their vows fincere, 

And with united voices fing, 

Praife God, our God moft dear. 








meen 
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An Irregular Ode to True Greatnefi, 


LAS ! not ev’ry hero’s name, 
That’s- blazon’d on the roll of fame, 
Deferves that hallow’d plate’; 
Who reads th’ hiftoric page will find’ 
Some are memento’s to mankind 
Of every thing that’s bafe. 


At Alexander’s ruthlefs deeds 

The heart recoils, the blood recedes, 
And horror chills the foul ; 

And tho’ the infatiate’ tyrant bore 

Th’ enfanguin’d flag from fhore to fhore, 
Superior to controul ; : 


And hearde=bet, ah! unpitying heard ! 
The cries of innocence ma et 
*Midft {cenes of haman blood ; 
Yet—fhame to tell, in fame’s bright page 
He ftands enroll’d, from ‘age to age, 
Amongft the great and good. 


Immortal honours wait the chief 
Who to the vanqaifh’d yields rélief, 
And o’er the gallant'dead' 
The tear of pity deigns'to fhed, 
To all but Heaven unknown: 
Each heart-felt rapture he fhall know, 
And virtue round his namie thall throw 
A laftre all herown, + 


Say who could view the friend of man 

Defcending to the dungeon drear, 
Where guilt and mifery rave? 

And not revere the Godlike plan, 

Defign’d—the wretch’s life to {pare, 
Perhaps his foul to fave. 


Ves, Howard, thou fhalt be renown’d, 
Far asthe tramp of fame can found, 
** To time’s extremeft date ;” 
And babes unknown, in future days, 
Shall early leara to lifp thy praife, 


And own thee truly great. 
Now 
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Nor fhall the mufe’s hallow’d ftrain, 
That foars above the weak, the vain, 
To Chatham be denied ; 
Who like a guardian fpirit rofe, 
To flem corruption’s rapid tide, 
And awe Britannia’s foes. 































Bleft fhade, if, in a happier fphere, 

My country ftill to thee be dear, 
Which proudly boafts thy birth, 

O |! deign to hover o’er thy fon, 

Teach him thy glorious courfe to ran, 
And emulate thy worth. 


Yet though to thefe we wake the fhell, 
Proud on their glorious deeds to dwell, 
And breathe the votive ftrain ; 
Think not, ye felf imagin’d great, 
The fimple hinds of trivial weight 

In virtue’s equal {cale ; 
Upon whofe countenance ferene, 
Contentment’s placid {mile is feen, 
Whatever ills prevail. 





Nor him whofe philanthropic mind 
Feels equally for all mankind, 
And {corns oppreffion’s rod ; 
For thefe, when life’s laft pangs are o’er, 
Shall on a rapid whirlwind foar i 
Exulting to their God. . 


é 





AN EPITAPH ON A CAT. 


OOR GRIMALKIN’s nine lives are all at an end ! 
My ofeful domeftic, my dairy’s beft friend : 
By her nofe fo fagacious, fharp eye, and quick paw, 
All the rats and the mice were kept in great awe 5 
She now had been living, bat, food of her prey, 
When helping a neighbour, ah ! lucklefs the day, 
An urchin for mifchief quite dafh’d out her brains ; 
‘Thus ended her days, and here ended her pains. 
The rats and the mice in the barn fince advance, 
Aod oft in the cheefe chamber kick up a dance ; 
And this {weet reflection is all the redrefs, 
Thag pufs in a dung-heap is farcly at ref, 








